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Which systems/creatures can have mental lives at least approximately like your own?

A. Only when the hardware is biological, very close to cur own, and wasn't genetically
engineered to have the brain patterns it does.

B. Like A, but tolerate more biological differences, for example in principle ostrich brains
might also do so, if they happen to have similar enough brain patterns.

C. Like A, but more relaxed about the system/creature having been engineered to be the
way it is; this is still compatible with its having a mental life, so long as it’s still biological.

Someone who's relaxed in both respect B and respect A would allow examples across all of

|box 8 above.

D. Digital computers (electrical circuitry) might have mental lives too, but only if they fell
together by accident, or perhaps “evolved” from earlier/simpler programs, not if we
designed/programmed them to be the way they are.

E. Like D, but more relaxed about the system/creature having been engineered to be the
way itis.

Someone who's relaxed in both respect D and respect E would allow examples across the
bottom half of box 4 above, too.

F. Any device (also mechanical gears, and so on), if it has the right complexity and structure
to have similar enough patterns as in our brains, and so can be running the same
programs our brains do, might have mental lives like ours.

Someone who's relaxed in respect F would allow examples across the whole of box 4, too.
They reject the idea that hardware matters.

(so can reliably pass a challenging version of the Turing Test), should be counted as
having mental lives like ours, no matter what computations/algorithms allowed it to do
that, and also no matter what its hardware is.

Someone who's relaxed in respect G would allow examples across all the boxes. They reject
the idea that hardware or programming matters, only behavior does.
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